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EDITOR’S NOTEBOOK
Greetings!

WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS

This year marks the FANHS Stockton Chapter 30 year
anniversary! The Chapter was chartered on November
21, 1992. This newsletter is dedicated to that milestone
and in recognition of all of the effort and care that Chapter members consistently give as we strive to support our
mission. Thank you to Chapter members for always
“steppin’ up to the plate” when asked to voluntarily contribute to tasks and projects!

Marylou Edwards
(Decade Membership)
Fe Albano MacLean
(Decade Membership)
Darleen Bohulano Mabalon
Elenita Paez
Cynthia Pash
Dentoy Revillar
Steve Speegle

NEW BUSINESS
SPONSORS
John-E Roberts Singing DJ

THANK YOU TO
OUR DONORS!
Phyllis Almazan
Connie Pasquil

NEWSLETTER TEAM
Elizabeth Claramo, Editor
June Bond, Editor
Fred Butler, Sr.
Laurena Cabanero
Erin Claramo Caliboso
Linda Claramo
Cindy Fazzi
Donna Marapao
Addie Suguitan
Terri Torres

Our appreciation to everyone who shared their very interesting, enlightening stories and information, as well as
those great photographs. With this valuable information, we are achieving our mission of preserving and sharing the history of Filipino Americans in Stockton and San
Joaquin County.
June Bond

Included in the newsletter is the updated FANHS Stockton Chapter Ancestry Map.
It provides a visual image of the regions and areas of the Philippines that indicate the
birthplace of our parents/grandparents. Thank you to Chapter members who provided ancestry information and a special thank you
to Chris Almaguer who created the map.

The newsletter has continually received positive feedback regarding the articles, talk and
community interest stories. I think you’ll
find the contents of this newsletter does not
deviate from its positive reputation.
If you would like to contribute a story or artiChris Almaguer
cle for the newsletter, please contact either
Elizabeth Claramo at (209) 612-1965 or eclaramo@gmail.com or June Bond
at (209) 603-1151 or jabond3@gmail.com

Update: FANHS Stockton Chapter Scholar ships awar ded in 2022 wer e made to the
Awardees in recognition as follows:
1. Nathaniel Cailles-1st Lt. Pedro Galvez, US Army Air Force, World War II Scholarship
2. Cathalina Cordero-Northern California Second General Youth Scholarship
3. Kalani Esguerra-Fred Cordova, Stockton FCYS Scholarship
4. Tayondee Kelley-S&R Stockton Rental Properties Scholarship
5. Giselle Murillo-FANHS, Stockton Chapter Scholarship
6. Sophia Respicio-Stockton Police Officer Jimmy Inn
7. Rain Romeo-Stockton Little Manila Scholarship
8. Aashna Singh-Flora Arca Mata, Elementary School Teacher Scholarship

FILIPINO AMERICAN NATIONAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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Mission: The purposes of the Filipino American National Historical Society Stockton Chapter are to conduct research and studies; gather, promote,
and share published works on the Filipino American history of Stockton and San Joaquin County; provide a repository for research and gathered materials; create exhibits; promote and hold forums and public programs; and sponsor fundraising events to accomplish these purposes.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Happy Filipino American History Month!
The theme chosen by FANHS National for October 2022 Filipino American History
Month is “Celebrating Our History and Legacies: 50 Years of Filipino American
Studies, 40 Years of the Filipino American National Historical Society, and 30
Years of Filipino American History Month.”
LINDA CLARAMO
Stockton Chapter
President,
lindaclaramo123@
gmail.com

CHAPTER
LEADERS
President
Linda Claramo
Vice President
Rena Quilenderino
Treasurer
Maria Abasolo
Amelia Regacho,
Assistant Treasurer
Secretary
Anne Balbarino
Historian
Chris Castro
Membership Lead
Addie Suguitan

In addition to those significate dates, this year marks the 30th Anniversary of our
FANHS Stockton Chapter. Our Chapter was char ted in 1992 and since that
year we have collected, recorded and shared Filipino American history of Stockton
and the surrounding area. Our mission is to continue bringing awareness of the significant roles Filipino Americans have played in the past and the history and contributions that Filipino Americans continue to make.
And speaking of significant roles and contributions, we congratulate our seven
Community Recognition Awardees! (See Page 5) They were selected for their outstanding service and positive contributions to the community. They have demonstrated commitment, passion and dedication to the community, and we honor them
for stepping forward to make Stockton and San Joaquin County a better place. The
heart of a community lies within its people, and they serve as an inspiration for all
of us. We will be honoring them with a program scheduled for Thursday, October
13, 4:00 pm – 5:00 pm at the Shima Courtyard, San Joaquin Delta College, Stockton, CA. Please join us in congratulating them.
One of our major projects we are currently working on is the development of a Strategic Plan for our Chapter. This will help define our vision and direction for the future and identify the strategy on how to get there. This will also help in determining
how to allocate our resources to attain our priorities and goals. Taking time and
stepping back to develop a Strategic Plan that aligns with our mission is critically
important for our sustainability and to keep our Chapter financially solvent. In developing the plan, we have assembled a diverse group of Chapter members and other individuals who have experience in strategic planning. We are fortunate to have
Vince Reyes, experienced with strategic planning and goal setting, voluntarily offer
his assistance to the Chapter. Once we have a draft plan it will be shared with all
Chapter members for their comment and input.
Feel free to call me at (410) 960-0081 or by email at lindaclaramo123@gmail.com
with any comments or questions. Please take care and be safe.

FILIPINO AMERICAN NATIONAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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ON THE COVER
Larry Itliong Day
October 25, 2022
Tribute to Larry Itliong
Written by Eliseo Art Silva
On September 8, 1965, just before sunrise, 2,000 Filipino Americans from across
10 Delano farms picked all the grapes they could until none was left to be harvested. At exactly 12 noon, when the sun’s heat waves was at its most intense, the
2,000 dropped all the fresh grapes they collected into the burning dry ground,
walked out of the farms, and ignited the great Delano Grape Strike.
Their leader, Larry Itliong led the strike for 8 days until other groups from other ethnic backgrounds joined his revolution on the 9th day- becoming the first American to cross racial lines in order to unite the farm workers of his
generation. The merger of his union (AWOC) with the Latinos’ (NFWA) led by Cesar Chavez and Dolores Huerta
would result in the birth of the United Farmworkers Organizing Committee (UFWOC).
Only after 5 years did UFWOC manage to sign a contract with all the growers with Itliong and Chavez as codirectors. It was UFWOC with its 4 Filipinos and 2 Mexicans in the top leadership that made the Grape Strike very
effective and successful.
UFW was created only after UFWOC was disbanded, with Itliong resigning shortly thereafter citing that the new
UFW gave all decision making powers to Cesar Chavez, unlike UFWOC which was more democratic.
Unfortunately, very few remember UFWOC just as only a few remember Larry Itliong, who even with only a 5th
grade education in the Philippines endeavored to master 9 of the major Philippine languages and three foreign languages including Cantonese, Japanese, and Spanish in order to effectively unite and organize the workers.
Let us remember and honor Larry Itliong as the equal of Cesar Chavez for without him, there would have been no
Delano Grape Strike, the watershed movement and turning point of CA’s labor history.
https://www.eliseoartsilva.com/contact

FILIPINO AMERICAN NATIONAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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OUR 2022 COMMUNITY RECOGNITION AWARDEES
The FANHS Stockton Chapter sponsors an annual Community Recognition Award program to recognize and honor individuals, businesses and organizations for their outstanding service and positive
contribution to the Filipino American community of Stockton and San Joaquin County.
Our Chapter members were asked to submit written nominations that highlight the achievement of a
singular outstanding event or the continuous dedicated service the individual or group provided over
a long period of time. The areas of consideration include: education, business, community service,
arts, sports, science, military and legal. Nominations were open to all age groups.
The nominations were reviewed by a selection committee that consisted of the Chapter officers and a
Chapter member. The awardees selected demonstrated significant contributions to the community
through their leadership, talents, actions, and dedication.
We appreciate and thank them for their commitment and devotion to our community.

Sensei Gene M. Tibon, Jr
Sports/Community Service
Stockton, California is home to Sensei Gene Tibon, an 8th Degree Black Belt
certified by Goju Ryu Uchiage Kai, a member of the Japan Karate Federation and member of the World Karate Federation with the International
Olympic Committee. He is the owner and Chief Instructor of Tibon’s GojuRyu Karate Dojo in Stockton.
Gene is the second highest ranking senior in the Goju Ryu Uchiage Kai
Organization in the world. He has been inducted into 12 Martial Arts Hall
of Fame organizations including the Stockton Sports Hall of Fame and the
A.A. Stagg High School Hall of Fame. He has developed over 450 gold
medal national championships and 220 Pan-American Karate Champions.
Gene is an Ambassador of the Master’s Hall of Fame, one of the most
prestigious Martial Art’s Hall of Fame organizations in the world.

Gene is actively involved with the community. He hosted three years of Martial Art’s Benefit Tournaments
that raised $52,000 for Children’s Charities. He is involved with the Yosemite Street Neighborhood group
in Stockton which was formed to keep the community clean and beautiful. He is a member of the FANHS
Stockton Chapter and has supported the organization as a business sponsor.
Over the past 37 years Gene has trained hundreds of students. His students learn self-defense, traditional
Okinawa-China Karate, life skills and leadership skills such as respect, discipline, integrity, and community
involvement. He takes great pride in teaching students how to transition karate skills into life skills development. One hundred percent of his black belt students have graduated from high school with 95% of them
going on to college and universities.
Gene emphasizes to his students the importance of giving back to the community. He tells them they are
modern-day Samurais, and the word Samurai means to serve.
FILIPINO AMERICAN NATIONAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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OUR 2022 COMMUNITY RECOGNITION AWARDEES
Debra Pananiban
Louie
Education/
Community Service

Fedencio “Dentoy”
Revillar
Arts (Escrima)/
Community Service
Stockton, California is
known as the home of
legendary Escrimadors; among them
is Fedencio Dentoy
Revillar. In the world
of martial arts, Stockton native and Edison
High School graduate,
Dentoy is the focus of
numerous books, articles, and videos. He is well-known
as a master of Escrima (Filipino martial arts) and the
founder of the SLD system. The letters SLD honor three
of his teachers: S for Angel Cabales’ Serrada system; L
for Leo Giron’s Largo Mano system; and D for Gilbert
Tenio’s DeCuerda
system.

Debra Panganiban
Louie is a tenured
Counselor Professor
who retired from Delta
College in 2019 after
30 years of full-time
service. Prior to Delta
College, she held positions at Sacramento
State as the Outreach
Coordinator for Student Affirmative Action and at UC Davis as a Student Affairs Officer for
Undergraduate Admissions and Outreach Services.
Debra served for many years as Delta’s Lead Counselor
for Transfer and assisted in the creation of the Career
Transfer Center.

Dentoy has generously shared the historical information
of Escrima, the Philippines, and the local Filipino community. He is recognized nationally and internationally,
bringing recognition to the Stockton Filipino community.
One of the “original” Stockton Escrimadors, now almost
90 years old, it is long past due that we thank him for
bringing light and honor to the contributions of the
Stockton Filipino community.

Debra earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology
from the University of California, Santa Cruz, where she
led a student directed seminar on “Filipinos in Contemporary American Society,” the first class of its kind
taught at that institution. Dorothy Cordova and Larry
Itliong were among the featured guest lecturers. Debra
earned a master's degree in School Counseling from the
University of La Verne and a certificate in Community
College Leadership from California State University at
Stanislaus.

Dentoy and his wife Irene started taking classes in the
mid 1960’s. In 1966 he helped Max Sarimiento, and Angel Cabales open the first large public school in Filipino
martial arts in the United States. Since that time, he is
sought after to demonstrate and teach across the United
States, the Philippines, as well as in Stockton. Visitors
from throughout the world come to specifically meet and
learn from Dentoy Revillar.

Debra continues to work part-time at Delta College,
counseling students and teaching a class on education
and interpersonal growth for the Empowering Positive
Initiatives for Change (EPIC) Learning Community, a
program that supports Asian American Pacific Islander
(AAPI) student success.
Debra is an Executive Board Member for Delta’s Asian
and Pacific Islander American Staff Association
(APIASA) and the Faculty Caucus for Asian Pacific Equity (FCAPE).

Dentoy’s commitment and passion to honoring Philippine and Filipino American history, culture, and traditions is strong. To ensure the awareness, preservation,
and appreciation of the history of Escrima, the Philippines and the Stockton Filipino community, he has
shared in schools, at Escrima tournaments and community events. In his unassuming manner, Fedencio “Dentoy”
Revillar is an ambassador of “Little Manila.”

FILIPINO AMERICAN NATIONAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Debra is a member of the Executive Board for Little
Manila Rising, is a life-time member of the Filipino
American National Historical Society (FANHS) Stockton Chapter and the FANHS Museum and sits on The
FANHS National Board of Trustees.
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OUR 2022 COMMUNITY RECOGNITION AWARDEES
Stan Rapada
Military/Community
Service

Donna Marapao
Community
Service
Donna has committed herself to
giving back to not
only the Filipino
American community, but also
to all ethnic communities, specifically at-risk youth in the southside
of Stockton. Donna is a Young Adults and Student
Lead for FANHS Stockton Chapter and is
actively working to develop a youth program to recruit young students to explore their identities as
Filipinx Americans while also educating them on
their important and rich history of their ancestors.
She is also part of the FANHS Stockton Chapter
newsletter team and in her role, she scouts young
Filipinx Americans in Stockton and throughout the
county to highlight their important work in giving
back to their communities. She recently attended
the FANHS National Conference in Seattle to present her experience as a Mestiza and the importance
of all Mestizo’s experiences.

Stan is the epitome of
a lifetime learner and
contributor to Filipino veterans in
Stockton and San
Joaquin County. He
was a Senior Chief,
United States Navy
from 1970 until his
retirement in 2002.
His leadership and
mentorship to veterans advocate for better health,
wellbeing, and proper acceptance of them by the
community. His office, first established at San
Joaquin Delta College, has now expanded at the
University of Pacific. His office is always open to
all veterans, disabled and those suffering with Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). There is a
monthly visit by medical and psychiatry specialists
to the centers to monitor and make sure that
veterans needs are met.
Stan’s education includes college courses at Henderson University, San Joaquin Delta College, and
University of the Pacific. He received his bachelor’s degree in English and Media X/Documentary
filmmaker. His memberships include groups such
as Veteran of Foreign Wars, American Legion Fleet
Reserve Association, Disabled Veterans, Navy Legion of the United States, and International Veterans.

Currently, Donna is the Director of Local Policy for
youth-led non-profit organizations, Stockton
Stands. She is a medical transcriber in the emergency room at San Joaquin General Hospital. Donna’s
experience is valuable to her commitment in pursuing a career as a physician and accomplishing her
ultimate life goal to confront health disparities
among Filipinx, Latinx, Black and all communities.
She graduated from Weston Ranch HS, has a BA in
Molecular & Cell Biology, minor in Nutritional
Sciences at UC Berkeley, assisted in developing the
initiative for Stockton CARE LINK and was a
member of the Biology Scholars Program at UC
Berkeley.

Stan was chosen as Employee of the Year, San
Joaquin Delta College. He is featured as one of the
select People of Pacific at University of Pacific and
is recognized as a humanitarian photographer of
wars. Stan earned a license and certificate for Cultural Competences and Inclusion.

FILIPINO AMERICAN NATIONAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2022 COMMUNITY RECOGNITION AWARDRick Dimas
Military/
Community
Service

STOCKTON
MULTI STYLE
ESCRIMA
Sports/Community
Service

Rick is a member of the Karl
Ross Post 16 of
the American
Legion, Stockton, CA. He
has over the
years been involved and assisted in many
Filipino community events at the Post. He has
been helpful in overseeing events, setting up, promoting, selling tickets, donating monetarily, and at
Post events. You can always count on his help.

Stockton Multi
Style Escrima is a
non-profit organization whose goal
is to preserve
Stockton’s indigenous reputation as
the place where
Bottom row (l-r) Eugene Inis, June
Filipino Martial
Gotico, Terry Joven
Arts, known as
Top row (l-r) Dio Mazon, Jay
Devera, Mary Ann Kleine, Queintin
Escrima, Arnis or
Foster, Pete Melanson
Kali emerged in
America. Their
work has been seen all over California and the United States.

He has performed Honor Guard duties throughout
the years with the Manuel Roxas Unit 798 members in Stockton. When Unit 798 was active, he
along with other Honor Guards would stand at attention for the fallen.

Their goal is to expose students to the diverse history and culture of the Filipino Martial Arts and train
them to survive and win when faced with a real-life
combat situation. Their goal is also a reflection of
the FANHS mission where the Filipino culture in
the United States is being promoted and preserved
throughout the Stockton Multi Style Escrima teachings. They are committed to volunteering and assisting in Filipino events in the community as well
as City of Stockton events.

He is currently an active Post 16 member for over
30+ years. He has volunteered at Post events and
has assisted in promoting the Veterans cause, such
as bringing the Vietnam Wall to our city.
Throughout the years, he has spoken at various
schools to bring his military experiences to the
students. He has been given the key to the City of
Stockton for his community service in the program ASK STOCKTON. He is currently a coordinator for the East Police Advisory Board. He
serves on many Stockton organizations that benefit the community.

They have received awards including one from the
Associated Filipino Organizations recognized for
their contributions to the community.
Stockton Multi Style Escrima has been an asset to
the Filipino community as many of their students
moved on to become successful professionals and
contribute to promoting and preserving the art of the
Filipino Martial Arts.

Rick is a member of the Karl Ross Honor Guard
and has been involved in rendering many veterans
from the past wars to rest for their service to their
nation. He continues serving as an Honor Guard
with a military ceremony honoring their last military rite.

FILIPINO AMERICAN NATIONAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY

8

STOCKTON CHAPTER NEWS | OCTOBER 2022

Collecting oral histories and memories of the past can reveal a more accurate and factual picture that goes beyond printed books. Our Talk
Stories raises awareness and celebrates our culture and history through the sharing of our ideas and our experiences and provides a voice of
who we are.

TALK STORIES

MY JOURNEY FROM TACO BELL TO THE OSCARS
Written by Elizabeth Claramo

David Magdael is the founder and CEO of David Magdael & Associates, Inc. His company, founded in
1999, is a full-service entertainment and public relations firm specializing in documentary and independent
films. From developing Oscar® campaigns to creating film festival strategies for filmmakers and indie films
to theatrical release public relations and production unit publicity, David has become an important entertainment communications expert who boasts a client roster including numerous Academy Award® winning and
nominated documentary, foreign language and short films, Sundance Film Festival Award winners, Toronto
International Film Festival standouts, Tribeca Film Festival and South by Southwest gems and independent
films. He works on films for Lionsgate, Paramount, Universal, Sony/Columbia, Variance Films, Zeitgeist,
Relativity, Fox Searchlight/Fox International, Rogue, Focus Features, PDA, HBO, Showtime AMC, WE TV
and others. During Oscar® award season, his firm is one that filmmakers seek out as they are vying for
awards.
Although David spent most of his life looking forward, he says there comes a point in time when you start to
look at your past and ask yourself how you got to where you are now. For David, he looked to his roots, the
people that inspired him, and where he grew up. David grew up in South Stockton in a mostly Filipino
American community where everyone knew each other and cared about one another. The adults looked after the neighborhood kids as if they were family. It was a community where everyone wanted their families
to excel and live the American dream. It was his mother that taught him education was the key and the importance of giving back to the community. However, his mother never forced college, but would say, “I’ve
always wanted you to have the opportunity. I highly suggest that you go, that’s what your father would want
and why your father worked hard.” David says, “Looking back has really made me want to strive to do
more, so much more than working at Taco Bell.” One of David’s first jobs in high school was at Taco Bell,
his specialty being the Bell Burger.
FILIPINO AMERICAN NATIONAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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David eventually went to the University of California at Davis where he majored in sociology and education. He pursued graduate work at the University
of California at Berkeley in education and received a teaching credential. But
then his outlook changed, and he decided he did not want to be in school and
took a pause to figure out his life’s journey. It was about this time, in the late
1970’s, David was coming into his own sexuality. “It was a time when I needed to figure out who I was as a gay person and figure out what that was like.”
It was during this time, Proposition 6, the Briggs Initiative that would ban lesbian and gays from teaching in public schools was being considered by California voters. David decided to move to San Francisco and instead pursued a
career in hotel management.
After eight years, “I just woke up and told myself I can’t do this.” David
called his mother and asked her if she would be OK with his being unemployed? Her reply, “I worked at a job for 30 plus years and I didn’t like it, but
Sundance Film Festival 2020; Egyptian
Theatre
I had children. I had things that I had wanted to do. I was passed up for promotions by people who were less qualified, mostly liberal white men. I could run
circles around those guys, but they always passed me because I was Filipina. If you’re unhappy, get out. You
don’t have to be like me. You can always come back to Stockton, but I know you’re not coming back. You’ll
figure it out. If you need my help, come back home.” It was then that I quit my job, cleared out my locker
and headed to Los Angeles.
It was in Los Angeles where David, working for his cousin who was head of media relations for a hospital,
was first introduced to public relations. But soon after, David moved to
West Berlin to care for his partner, Michael, who had full blown AIDS. To
provide support for his partner, David armed himself with as much
knowledge about AIDS to gain a better understanding and to make informed
decisions about the virus as treatments and cures were still in its experimental stage. This accumulated knowledge led him to a job offer with the
Department of Health to provide public awareness programs in the community. In 1990 David returned to San Francisco, CA to work for the Children’s Hospital in external communications and Pediatric AIDS. His job
responsibilities were to raise funds and manage public relations.
In 1997 he turned his interest to public affairs and did freelance work. He
eventually went to work for his cousin at a public relations firm working on
campaigns that focused on teen pregnancy, anti-tobacco, and deregulation
of electricity. He became co-director in visual communications for the Los
Angeles Asian Pacific Film Festival and has been involved with them over
20 years. His public relations and visual communications work began to
Magdael Sibligs at FANHS 2022 Conference, Seattle
take notice and David was called on to run an Oscar® campaign on a docuUniversity L-R: Benny Magdael Jr. Cheryl Magdael
Lauron, David Magdael
mentary film just nominated for an Oscar. As a result of his campaign
work, the documentary won the coveted Oscar that year. From that point on,
David has taken nominated projects and films to the Oscars® every year since. In 1999, David founded David
Magdael & Associates, Inc. specializing in the publicity and marketing of documentary and independent films.
Today, David’s firm is one of the top five firms sought out to work on Oscar winning films.
More information on David Magdael’s work, visit his website at dmagpr.com.
FILIPINO AMERICAN NATIONAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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TALK STORIES
TELLING OUR FAMILY
STORY
By Remy Galedo Reyes
My parents Sotera Ladaga and Inocencio Galedo immigrated to this
country to forge a better life for themselves and their children (Memie,
Lilly, Remy, Don). Their story starts
October 18, 1921, when Inocencio
2018: Video interview session. L to R: Don, Lilly, Memie, Remy. Healdsburg, CA
departed Manila arriving in Honolulu
a month later. On a visit home in 1940, he met and married Sotera. They settled in Stockton eventually residing 40+ years
on South Argonaut Street.
In 2018 Lilly was approached by our friend, Jaime Geaga, chair of the Carlos Bulosan Book Club in Los Angeles, and
asked if she would be interested in doing a family oral history in a format of our choice. Our story would be housed with
other family stories on their website. Lilly hesitated because how much did she really remember? She broached the subject
to me, and I felt the same. We decided that it would take all four of the Galedo siblings to put something together. Taking
advantage of Memie’s planned visit from Canada, Lilly, Memie, Don, and I agreed to do it. Besides, given our ages we
knew we shouldn’t put it off any longer. We started with Jaime interviewing us. It turned out
that Memie, the eldest, remembered a lot.
At the outset, Lilly and I chose to tell the Galedo story through video. Along with Jaime, we
prepared interview questions that would guide the general direction of the discussion. The
interview followed a historical sequence, but as individual stories unfolded, the subjects diverged, complemented each other, or started new storylines.
I oversaw the process, but it was a family effort that took two years to produce. At Jaime’s
suggestion, our goal was to finish the video by the 2020 FANHS Conference for a workshop
on “Telling Our Story”, using the video as an example. We aimed for a 30-minute video.
(It’s 37 minutes.) The production team was composed of myself, my husband Vince, and our
son Mateo. Mateo was included because of his experience producing several documentaries
of his own. Vince recorded the interview using one video camera plus a digital recorder. At
1948. Sotera and Inocencio.
Mateo’s suggestion, we used a transcription service to transcribe the interview, making it easiBig Trees, Calaveras, CA
er to consolidate subject matter, identify dialog to use,
and determine sequence. To keep to the 30-minute time
frame, we condensed cumbersome dialogue and added post-interview reflections via a
narrator.
Lilly, Vince and I went through several drafts of the video before it was finalized. I
digitized and sorted all the family photos and found stock photos online to help visualize some of the subjects discussed. Through a genealogy website I found the ship manifests for Dad and Mom, Dad’s draft card and his places of residency. Using iMovie,
Vince selected all the music and edited the video, getting technical support from his
brother Gary (a retired photojournalist) and Mateo. We had friends view versions of
the video and give us feedback. It took the efforts of many people to produce a video
that I feel is a good representation of our family history.
1952: Galedo children. L to
R: Remy, Lilly, Memie,
Don. Stockton, CA. (I think we're
at the old Washington Elementary
School that was eventually
demolished.)

The Galedo family is just one of the many Filipino farmworker baby boomer families in
Stockton. How similar are our family stories? I encourage other families to tell their story.
Grab your smartphone, hit video and start recording what you remember.
To meet the Galedo family, go to the following link: https://carlosbulosanbookclub.org/
family-stories-more/ Click on “100 Years in America”.

FILIPINO AMERICAN NATIONAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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TALK STORIES
If it isn’t a Flores, it isn’t a Yo-Yo!
Written by Steven Speegle, Yo-Yo Historian and Yo-Yo Collector
History has it that Pedro Flores immigrated from the Philippines and
arrived in San Francisco, California to further his education in 1915,
and, I believe, to achieve the American dream. However, his timeline
seems to move extremely rapid, and he was blessed by a chain of serendipitous events which led to fortuitous ends.
Let me guide you through that historic timeline.
Upon arriving in San Francisco, Pedro enrolled in Berkeley’s Hastings
School of Law, San Francisco campus. He dropped out for unknown
reasons, but my personal thought is that it could have been the cost of
living in the San Francisco region. Pedro then moved to Santa Barbara and worked as a bellboy in the late 1920s.

Pedro Edralin Flores
April 26, 1896 – January 3, 1964
Filipino American Entrepreneur
and Famous Yo-Yo Maker

He was known to hand carve and give away yo-yos, much like he and
his friends did in the Philippines. The wood here in the United States
is softer and less labor intensive to work with than the harder and
denser woods of the Philippines or the water buffalo horn. However,
the time it takes to carve and give away and/or sell numerous yo-yos
seems near impossible for one man. He must not have ever slept or he
was truly a superman!

I was told a story about the first two Pedro Flores yo-yos that I obtained for my personal collection, one of which is hand carved. They
were initially given to a gentleman who was staying in the hotel in
Santa Barbara where Pedro was employed. The gentleman was 94
years old at the time the yo-yo came into my possession in 1993.
This would mean Pedro Flores gave them to the gentleman around
1926-1927. He also mentioned to me that most people would give
Pedro an extra gratuity in return for a yo-yo.
I read in one article that Pedro hired other Filipinos to help him
carve the yo-yos. This seems reasonable, possible and plausible.
The demand for yo-yos was so great that Pedro opened a yo-yo factory which was the first of its kind in the world. The factory was
located in the Granada Building in Santa Barbara, and I believe it is
still standing. Pedro’s company was first known as the Yo-Yo Manufacturing Company which later became known as the Pedro Flores
Yo-Yo Corporation -a new powerful name!
Pedro also advertised in toy periodicals, however, the yo-yo photos
he used didn’t look like any Pedro Flores yo-yos I have ever seen!
He also had the brilliance to invent the split string, create a variety
of new tricks, have contests, and hired a demonstrator. He created a
great marketing plan which included five different yo-yo sizes, sold
FILIPINO AMERICAN NATIONAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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replacement yo-yo strings, and create the stupendous advertising catch phrase,
“If it isn’t a Flores, it isn’t a Yo-Yo.”
By 1928, Pedro had two related yo-yo factories in Los Angeles. In 1929, Pedro
sold his operation to Don Duncan and he and his group of yo-yo experts joined the
Duncan Corporation as demonstrators.
This young, brilliant man from the Philippines ignited the fuse to yo-yo play, clubs,
and contests. He marketed them with “street corner” demonstrations which have
lasted nearly 100 years. Arguably, it has been the world’s greatest fad/craze not
seen again for decades.

A few of Steven Speegle’s Filipino Twirlers Collection

Pedro leaves behind a legacy of popularizing and promoting yo-yos. So popular that: a single yo-yo event in
Japan drew 40,000 people; the yo-yo was voted into the inaugural “Toy Hall of Fame” along with 9 other vintage toys with the yo-yo being highest on the list of favorites; and the vast majority of 20th and 21st Century
innovation took place here in California.
Today, there is a movement to bring yo-yoing in as an action sport in the Olympics.

1930’s Duncan Demonstrators
(with permission of Steven Speegle)
FILIPINO AMERICAN NATIONAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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TALK STORIES
CRY BABY NO MORE
Written by Dr. Narcisa Ann C. Tuliao-Still
parents assumed that she’d sleep through the raid.
The hole was deep enough where she was able to
stretch her legs as she slept. Then Ricardo gathered
some leafy branches and laid them on top so the
hole was properly protected. Her parents could not
recall how long they were away from her. Thankfully, when they went back for Narcisa Ann, she was
up and quietly playing with her raggedy doll made
by her grandmother Marcela. The only peril was
how much the ants that were on her body had bitten
her. Luis grabbed his little girl, brought her to a
nearby stream to bathe her and dislodge the ants
from her hair and body. Later, after she was
cleaned, the family assumed that her “invisible
friend”, her angel, counseled her to be quiet and not
cry. Miraculously, her ant bites were minimal. Nobody knew how long she stayed by herself because
at that particular moment the village was on fire.
Homes were burning to ashes! Grandfather Fulgencio, who was a musician on one of the USS President Lines, had accumulated musical instruments
(piano, phonograph, guitars, violins, and his prized
flute). All GONE! Incidentally, this grandfather
taught Narcisa Ann the basics of playing the piano,
guitar, and ukulele.

1941, WAR! Nine-month-old colicky baby girl
Narcisa Ann was too much to handle by her father
Luis Ellazar Calip and her mother Ursula Palacio
Sipin. Her nights when she was expected to sleep
became her daytime and vice versa. The stress at
home was compounded by the imminent arrival of
Japanese Imperialist soldiers which raised tensions
all around. Since the savage cruelty of the soldiers
was well-known, fleeing required the family and
others to seek protection in the coastal mountains
west of the village and towns. Gunfire and bomb
explosions were constant sounds even in their remote hiding places. Narcisa Ann still experienced
colic, but intuitively stopped being fussy during
raids. Narcisa Ann, who was born on March 18,
1941, was learning to walk and was a chubby little
one. Her mother could barely carry the little girl
along with the bundle that she toted whenever they
moved from one shelter to another.

At eleven months,
Narcisa Ann mastered walking and
became attached to
her brother Ricardo.
Whatever Ricardo
did, she wanted to do
too. She followed
Ricardo and his
friends to float bamboo-made boats from
the top of a ravine to
the bottom stream.
Narcisa Ann, with
her one red sock
(stylish, one can say)
walked up to the ravine. When everyone
released the boats,
Narcisa Ann in her

One morning a “guerilla” runner nervously warned
the people that a group of Japanese soldiers were
headed their way towards the coastal mountains.
The families rushed to transport their only possessions to a new hiding place. Luis, Ursula, and Ricardo—Narcisa Ann’s older brother who was
four—carried some bags as well. And what about
Narcisa Ann, the crying girl? Luis found a hole
originally dug for a root crop called Kamangeg
where he placed her inside. She intuitively felt the
commotion of escape and did not cry to complain.
She was drowsy because it was daytime, and her
FILIPINO AMERICAN NATIONAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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up staying with their grandparents, Narcisa Ann’s
brother Ricardo and a newborn sister, Fe, benefited
because of C and K rations. The officer who stayed in
their residence with his wife gave them boxes and cans
of food including chocolate bars. Until now, Narcisa
Ann favors “Baby Ruth” because of their generosity.
Interestingly, Ursula sewed new dresses for Narcisa
Ann and Fe. The material: parachute!

excitement, stepped too close to the edge and fell down
into the stream. The young boys and Ricardo panicked because the water was no longer clear but had turned red in
color. Poor Ricardo! He ran as fast as he could to summon
their parents. He was very afraid that his sister had died
and it was his fault. Luis carried his daughter to the medicine man, Apong Itong, who was called Mangngangas. He
was shocked at Narcisa Ann’s appearance and how much
blood was oozing. Apong Itong brought out some roots,
pounded them, and applied them to Narcisa Ann’s forehead cut. Then he ordered someone to find a special tree to
gather some leaves that he pressed and then applied over
the root. The sap and juice from both root and leaves were
the first aid he used. Meanwhile, Narcisa Ann became
sleepy and people gathered around to pray for her to heal.
An uncle feared that she might have a concussion or brain
damage. After a few days, Narcisa Ann awoke and seemed
to be on the mend. She asked to eat and Mother Ursula
fixed her favorite lugaw (congee) with egg. When mother
asked Narcisa Ann how she felt or what she remembered,
her response was that she flew with a big bird. She cried
later because she did not see the boats. Ricardo was relieved that Narcisa Ann’s mind was still sound. Neighbors
were predicting a bad consequence from the fall and even
worried that she would die because of the blood loss. Narcisa Ann ceased being awake at night and sleeping during
the day. She only cried when she could not tolerate being
teased or bullied due to the scar on her forehead. Kids
called her Piglat. Well, that episode of the fall will forever
remain with Narcisa Ann because the scar is still visible to
this day.

In 1946, schools were reopened and Narcisa Ann wanted to follow Ricardo to his class. Luckily, the Grade
One teacher was a relative and allowed her to sit in the
class as a paspasurot or audit. In college, this is someone who sits in class without registering. According to
Miss Singson, Narcisa Ann was a fast learner and had
success in rote learning of letters, numbers, and colors.
As freedom to circulate began, Narcisa Ann’s grandmother Marcela always took her to church at St. James,
the Greater. He is the patron saint whose fiesta is held
every July 25 of each year. At home, Narcisa Ann listened to folk tales such as Billit nga A darna, Kimmallugong and some fables. Marcela taught her granddaughter to read. Her core book was a Latin Sunday
Missal, so Narcisa Ann learned the basic prayers.
Grandma also used an Ilokano (Ilocos Sur’s dialect)
Sunday Missal to teach her to read by using the Phonetic Method—still rated as the best process to teach reading. Narcisa Ann was able to read at age three, even
because while they were in their mountain shelters,
grandmother usually sat with both Ricardo and Narcisa
Ann to learn to read and write. In the school there was
a period where Miss Singson instructed her students to
orate and dance. When the school year ended, although
Narcisa Ann was as advanced in reading and writing as
the other students, the requirement then was that a child
must be seven years old to promote to second grade.
Remarkably, on the last day’s program, she danced
Kawkawati with the others. Dancing became Narcisa
Ann’s passion at a young age. Throughout elementary
and college, dance had become a part of her life. The
elementary school eventually became the community
school that children from different villages in the south
around Dan-ar attended. In fact, Narcisa Ann’s class
was its first sixth-grade graduates where she was the
class valedictorian. Over the years she championed the
causes of classmates who were belittled and considered
second-class because of their humble backgrounds.

1944 - 1945, PEACETIME! There was rejoicing and people left their mountain shelters. They started to regroup,
reset, and rebuild their houses. Bamboo was cut down to
make “nipa huts” and chalet-style homes. Because Luis
was helped by Ursula’s brothers, they erected an attractive
and spacious chalet. American soldiers who were visiting
the village picked their dwelling to rent. The Calips ended

This is a two-part series on Dr. Narcisa Ann C. TuliaoStill. The January 2023 Edition of the FANHS Stockton
Chapter Newsletter will continue her story about her
life in America.

Dan-ar Community School Dance Troupe Provincial
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Dan-ar Community School, Miss Narcisa S. Calip, Coach

Photo taken for application to come to the U.S.
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HONORING OUR VETERANS
WEARING A BADGE OF COURAGE
Written by Fred Butler, Sr
Our Chapter newsletter continues to explore and define enormous contributions
of Filipino Americans in Stockton and San Joaquin Community. To contribute
to this effort, we have James Eugene Villadores. As many local Stocktonians
may know, James is a “Soul Vike” and a 1962 graduate of Edison High School,
Stockton, California.
After graduating from high school, James sought employment. Unfortunately,
he could only find farm labor work which is what he had been doing since age
12. He went on to attend one semester at Stockton College ending with a C
minus, Grade Point Average. Attending college at that time was not his forte so
he began taking the U.S. Army test for enlistment. He repeatedly took the test
until he passed it with 100% correct answers.

James Eugene Villadores,
Former Army Green Beret

On March 15, 1963, James began Basic Training within the U.S. Army at Fort
Ord, CA. He then received Medical Corp Training at Fort Sam Houston, Texas from June 10 through July 26, 1963. It was followed up with Pharmacy Specialist Training from July 29 through December 13, 1963.

James was stationed at Ft. Benning, Georgia from January 1964 through June 1964 at the Martin Army Hospital
Pharmacy. From there he was deployed to the United States Army Europe, 7th Army 15th Evac Hospital, West Germany from July 1964 through March 1966.
When asked about his most memorable experience, James replied that after six months of being promoted to Specialist Fourth Class and demonstrating the highest degree of soldiering and proficiency as a Pharmacy Specialist, he was
asked if he would like to attend the 7th Army N.C.O. (Non-Commission Officers) Academy. He said yes and was selected to attend the next class cycle at Bad Tolz, Germany. He found the five weeks at the academy physically and
psychologically grueling along with an average of about four hours of sleep. Ninety percent of the group graduated
and were sent back to their units.
When asked how your service and experiences affected your life, James stated that: “As both a combat medic and a pharmacy specialist, I was trained to
save lives and limbs and to administer the proper medicines in the field as
well as the hospital. Pharmacists are held to the same standards as doctors
and nurses. First, do not harm.”
So, after three years of active duty, James enrolled at San Joaquin Delta College, Stockton, CA using the G.I. Bill to help finance his education. After
graduating, he transferred to the University of Pacific, Stockton, CA and was
accepted into the Community Involvement Program, graduating with a B.A.
in Sociology, and yes, using the G.I. Bill.
We were most interested in how James became an Army Green Beret, so he
shared the following: “I received a letter from the 6th U.S. Army Presidio of
San Francisco in September 1966 inviting me to come to a meeting at Fort
Point on a Saturday morning. When I arrived, there were 23 other veteran
enlisted men with Army Reserve obligation. The meeting was presided by a
Lt. Colonel and a Master Sergeant. After taking and passing a battery of
tests, we took the oath again. The next day we started our training.” From
there, James awaited his call to duty as a member of the Army Green Beret.
FILIPINO AMERICAN NATIONAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY

17

Christmas 1964, West Germany

STOCKTON CHAPTER NEWS | OCTOBER 2022

HONORING OUR VETERANS
Along with this distinguished service came outstanding recognition as listed:
Honorable Discharge
Marksman M-1 Rifle
Honorable Military Service Medal/National Defense Medal
Cold War Medal
Meritorious Unit Citation 15th Evac Hospital WW1
Green Beret, Flash and Crest
Special Forces Tab
Airborne Tab
In summary, James’ advice to all Filipino American youth considering military service is to be mindful of a quote by former President John F. Kennedy, “Ask not what your country can do for you - ask what you can do for your country.” All
male and female youth can voluntarily enlist in the Armed Forces and pursue higher education after active duty using the
G.I. Bill.

15th EVAC Hospital, training 5 kilometers from
the East Germany border

7th Army NCO Academy, West Germany

7th Army, West Germany
FILIPINO AMERICAN NATIONAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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VOICES FOR OUR YOUTH
Discovering Shared Mestizo Experiences at the FANHS
National Conference in Seattle, WA
Written by Donna Marapao
“What [ethnicity] are you?” Is a question I’m asked almost every
time I meet someone new. The implication being that my physical
appearance doesn’t align with one “pure” ethnicity, but instead a
blend of more than one. I answer with “I’m half Filipino, half Mexican” and usually a dramatic response of “Ohhh!!!” follows with a
tone that’s mixed with both surprise and confusion.

I am a daughter to a first-generation Mexican American mother and
an immigrant father from the Philippines. I take great pride in both
my Filipino and Mexican identity and cultures. However, I never
felt like I deserved to claim one or the other in-front of family and
friends that identified with only Filipino or only Mexican. I felt like
I wasn’t Mexican enough, or I wasn’t Filipino enough, being that I
was a blend of both, rather than a whole of one.
Dr. Richard Tenaza, Professor Emeritus of Biological Sciences at the University of the Pacific, approached me earlier
this year inviting me to be a part of a panel that was titled, “A Spectrum of Mestizos and Their Experiences” that
would take place at Seattle University, where the national FANHS conference would be hosted. Initially, I was confused…first, what does mestizo mean? When I found out mestizo is defined as a person of a mixed race, I then
thought-- what’s so special about my ethnic make-up that needs to be discussed within a panel? Is my experience important enough to be presented at a national conference? Ultimately, I saw this as an opportunity to explore my blended ethnic and cultural identity in a more insightful way. “Thank you so much for this opportunity, Dr. Tenaza, I would
love to apart of this panel,” I nervously responded.
The description of this panel is an important one, it provides the history I never actually knew the importance of. Dr.
Tenaza writes, “It all started in America’s war against the people of the Philippines at the onset of the 20th century. In 1906, almost immediately after the US defeated the newly established First Philippine Republic and colonized
the Archipelago, the Hawaiian Sugar Planters Association began recruiting Filipinos from the new colony to work in
American-owned sugar cane plantations in Hawaii. When their contracts ended some of these workers moved on to
the West Coast of the US. In the 1920s thousands more Filipino men bypassed Hawaii and sailed directly to the US
mainland. Whether from Hawaii or directly from the Philippines, nearly all landed in San Francisco or Seattle and
most turned to farm-work for sustenance. The Filipino immigrants faced racism from much of the public and also
from State and Federal Governments that imposed laws prohibiting them from owning homes, owning land, becoming
naturalized citizens, or marrying people of European ancestry. The male to female sex ratio among West Coast Filipinos in the 1920s and 1930s was approximately 15:1. Due to poverty, scarcity of Filipino women, and antimiscegenation laws, many men never married and most who did married women of other races. This resulted in a
rainbow generation of multiracial or mestizo Filipino Americans. The 1965 immigration and Naturalization Act
opened the doors to thousands more Filipinos with very different backgrounds and experiences than the pre-WW2
immigrants and their offspring, and many of them had multiracial children as well.” Thus, what first initially occurred
as a perplexed response turned into motivation – motivation to explore my own family’s history and reflect on my
experience as being multiracial.
I arrived in Seattle for the first time, and we were scheduled to present at 10:30AM. The panel before us also
discussed topics centered on being mestizo and the impacts it’s had on our lives, the youngest on the panel was just 14
years old. This young girl was also half-Filipino and half-Mexican. Her shy and nervous voice felt all too familiar, I
felt like I was watching myself speak. Her answers resonated with what I felt, and I quickly came to the realization
that our mestizo experiences have an underlying template. We all go through similar encounters. This was more
FILIPINO AMERICAN NATIONAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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that our mestizo experiences have an underlying template. We all go through similar encounters. This was more evident
hearing the other speakers talk as well. The ages of speakers ranged from 14-70 years old, but it didn’t matter what year
we were born, being mestizo comes with a feeling of confusion that forces us to ask ourselves: Are you enough to be a
part of both cultures? Are you Mexican enough? Are you Filipino enough?
I, along with 5 other amazing presenters on our panel shared our journeys through life as a mestizo/a. Again, there was a
pattern within each of presentations that caused us to question our ethnic identities. After our panel, a gentleman came
up to me and acknowledged my presentation. I thanked him for his generous words. He then went on to inform me
about Filipino history in Mexico, specifically in Guadalajara. I was amazed at how rich Filipino culture was in Guadalajara and the influence Filipinos had on Tequila! It was rewarding to hear that the two cultures I questioned if I belonged
to have their own history with each other. Another woman came up to me and expressed her gratitude for my presentation and how she sees her granddaughter in me, who is also a Filipino/Mexican mestiza. Their words will forever hold a
place in my heart as I continue to explore my own blended identity.
After the conference, I find that mestizo youth go through a limbo that includes not only having to discover ourselves as
a person, but also to discover how to get in tune with our multiple cultures. When we do our own research and count on
the wise words of our mentors who have much more rich life experience, people like Dr. Tenaza, we are able to discover
ourselves and the unique parts of our blended multicultural identities. Once I explored my own history, I no longer had
to question “Am I enough,” instead, I acknowledge that my distinctive, providential mix of ethnicities is something to
hold gratitude for and I now continue to discover my identity as a proud Filipina/Mexican mestiza.

Me presenting at the FANHS National Conference 2022
at Seattle University. My presentation titled,
“The Mexipina Experience”

Robert Ragsac presenting to the panel and audience
on the importance of mestizos to outline their family trees.
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FANHS MUSEUM
FANHS Museum Update for October 2022
By Terri Torres
Members of the FANHS Museum Board attended the 19th Biennial FANHS
conference in Seattle this summer and were presenters on various panels.
One of the first panels of the conference, was spearheaded by our Dr. Richard
Tenaza and was entitled “The Spectrum of Mestizo Experiences.. Panelists included Alfonso K. Fillon, Donna Marapao, Robert Ragsac, Lois Sahyoun, Maria Alvarez Stroud, and Terri Torres. We shared the presentation block with another roundtable group, entitled “Celebrating the Ethnic Diversity Throughout
the Generations in the Filipino American Community of Seattle.”
Dr. Tenaza also presented his research about Stockton’s Filipino Center, Benny Magdael presented the history of the Bantillo Family in Stockton, and Robert Ragsac presented about San Jose’s “Pinoytown.”
And Terri Torres was elected to be the new FANHS Secretary on the Executive Board of Trustees. Also
voted in as new Trustees were Gayle Romasanto and Debra Louie, both of Stockton.

(New FANHS Officers and Trustees elected for 2022 to 2024. Photo by Richard Tenaza)
We were able to show the Museum’s new PSA video (https://youtu.be/SVGtv_amZt4) at the general membership meeting to a crowd gathered in the auditorium and watching via zoom.
We all had a great time seeing old friends, making new friends, learning more about Filipino American history, and getting reinvigorated about FANHS.
The Museum is still at limited hours and open by appointment only, so please give us a call at (209) 9329037 and leave a message or email us at fanhsmuseum@aol.com at least two weeks in advance, to make
your appointment. And we are still requiring masks to be worn inside the Museum, even if you are vaccinated, until further notice. We want to keep everyone safe!
We are also limiting large groups to just 20 people or less. This will ensure that we are able to socially distance at a safe length since our gallery area is small and keep our volunteers and guests safe.
We look forward to hearing from you!
FILIPINO AMERICAN NATIONAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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FROM THE KITCHEN OF ADDIE SUGUITAN
Dr. Dawn Bohulano Mabalon’s
Ube Cupcake Recipe

Ingredients

2 1/2 cups cake flour (not self- rising), sifted
1 teaspoon salt
1 1/2 cups sugar
1 1/2 cups vegetable oil
2 large eggs, room temperature

1 small bottle of Ube Extract (purchase at Asian Market)
1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract
1 cup buttermilk
1 1/2 teaspoons baking soda
2 teaspoons distilled white vinegar

Directions
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Line small tins with small paper liners. Whisk together cake flour and salt.
2. With an electric mixer on medium-high speed, whisk together sugar and oil until combined. Add eggs, one
at a time, beating until each is incorporated, scraping down sides of bowl as needed. Mix in Ube extract and
vanilla.

3. Reduce speed to low. Add flour mixture in three batches, alternating with two additions of buttermilk, and
whisking well after each. Stir together the baking soda and vinegar in a small bowl (it will foam); add mixture
to the batter and mix on medium speed 10 seconds.
4. Divide batter evenly among lined cups, filling each threequarters full. Bake, rotating tins halfway through,
until a toothpick inserted in centers comes out clean.
Miniature cupcake size 12-15 minutes; Regular cupcake size 20 minutes.
Cream Cheese Frosting
Ingredients

8 ounces (2 sticks) unsalted butter, room temperature
12 ounces cream cheese, room temperature
1 pound (4 cups) confectioners' sugar, sifted
3/4 teaspoon pure vanilla extract
Directions
Beat butter and cream cheese with a mixer on medium-high speed until fluffy, 2 to 3 minutes. Reduce speed to
low. Add sugar, 1 cup at a time, and then vanilla; and 4-5 drops of Ube extract and mix until smooth.
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FROM OUR MEMBERS
42 Chapters in 40 Years:
FANHS Returns to Seattle for Milestone
Biennial Conference
By Cindy Fazzi
About 450 members of the Filipino American National Historical Society (FANHS) attended the 19th biennial conference in
person in Seattle and walked in the “hallowed ground” where
the organization was founded 40 years ago. More than a hundred people attended the hybrid conference online.

“I was a teen when I volunteered back when FANHS had only
two chapters. Today, we have 42 chapters, and we’ve come full
circle as we stand in this Filipino American neighborhood
where Aunt Dorothy Laigo Cordova founded FANHS. This is
hallowed ground,” said Emily P. Lawsin, FANHS national
president, in her opening remarks.
Cordova, 90, welcomed attendees, saying: “FANHS is a village.
Our work is one of dedication.” She and her husband Fred Cordova, who died in 2013, founded the organization
in 1982 to preserve, promote, and conduct research on Filipino American history.
Allan L. Bergano, co-founder of FANHS-Hampton Roads Chapter, noted the blatant discrimination Filipinos experienced in the 1920s and 1930s. “Our ancestors lived the American ‘nightmare’ so the younger generation can
live the American Dream,” he said at the opening session. “Today my brownness is not a setback but my emancipation and liberation. If we don’t value ourselves as Filipino Americans, how do you expect anyone else to value
us?”
The conference, held in Seattle University from Aug. 10-14, 2022, featured dozens of breakout sessions in person
and online, a pre-conference tour of places significant to Filipinos in Seattle, adobo cook-off, banquet, children’s
workshop, entertainment, and performances.
Breakout Sessions Roundup
The conference featured a wide range of topics in workshops, roundtable discussions, and film presentations. The
COVID-19 pandemic lockdowns in 2020 proved to be a productive time for some members who devoted the time
to research and filmmaking.
An excerpt of “Nurses Unseen,” about the lives of unsung Filipino nurses on the pandemic frontlines, was shown
at the conference. Director and producer Michele Josue (Los Angeles) and co-producer Carlo Velayo (New York)
filmed the documentary during the lockdowns, which coincided with the resurgence of anti-Asian hate in the U.S.
Teresa Ojeda, a retired San Francisco city planner, researched old maps and historical records while stuck at
home during the pandemic. Her presentation, “Beyond Kearney Street: Filipino Americans in San Francisco,
1900 to 1940,” mapped early Filipino American settlement in the city. While it was common knowledge that Filipinos were drawn to Kearny Street, also known as Manilatown, Ojeda discovered clusters of Filipino households
outside Manilatown. She mapped the lesser-known Filipino areas for her presentation.
In a related topic about housing, Richard Teneza, president of FANHS Museum in Stockton, discussed how the
Filipino American community in Stockton came together to establish a haven for retired farm workers. Back in
the early 1960s, the city’s plan to develop the downtown neighborhood called Little Manila had meant displacement for poverty-stricken Manongs. Ten civic groups formed the Associated Filipino Organizations of San anniversary this year.
FILIPINO AMERICAN NATIONAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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Ten civic groups formed the Associated Filipino Organizations of San Joaquin County and borrowed $2.8 million
from the Department of Housing and Urban Development to build the Filipino Center, which features 128 apartments with one to three bedrooms. The center is celebrating its 50th anniversary this year.
Benny Magdael Jr. of the FANHS Stockton Chapter talked about his extended family – the Bantillo family – and
their experience as pioneers of Stockton’s Little Manila. He was choked with emotion as he shared old family pictures and recalled his grandmother’s struggle to own a home amid segregation.
A lively presentation about Original Pilipino Music (OPM) sent some attendees swaying to popular Filipino tunes.
Rogelio Rigor, Aileen Calalo, and Ronald Antonio of the Foundation for Philippine Progress (Seattle) traced the
roots of OPM. In the 1950s, a “copycat mentality” prevailed in the music industry in Manila, making stars out of
Eddie Mesa, the Filipino Elvis Presley, and the Reycard Duet, the Filipino answer to Jerry Lewis and Dean Martin. The founding of the Metro Manila Popular Music Festival (Metropop) in the 1970s paved the way for OPM
and the end of the copycat era. Musicians such as Freddie Aguilar and bands such as the Apo Hiking Society and
Hotdog promoted unique Filipino sound.
The next national conference will be held in Houston in 2024.

FANHS Conference-Stockton Chapter Group
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR FANHS STOCKTON CHAPTER MEMBERS

Mina Roces and Elektra Caras

Mina Roces, Professor of History at University of New South Wales, Sydney, Australia, has won the 2022 New South
Wales Australia Premier’s General History Prize for her book, "The Filipino Migration Experience.” The announcement was made on September 2, 2022, and to quote the judge’s comments: “In The Filipino Migration Experience, Mina Roces enticingly conjures up the life worlds of the immense transnational Filipino diaspora, artfully drawing together oral testimony, archival sources, memoirs and her personal experience. In composing this model of transnational
history, Roces gives voice to multiple migrant communities, thereby transforming our understanding of how we move
about and resettle—indeed, of how we globalise, and how we might do better.” The award is significant as this is the
first Philippines book ever to win this prize. Mina states that when she accepted the award she did so on behalf of all
migrants.

Elektra Caras, student at St. Mary’s High School, Stockton, CA placed 4th in the Caltrans District 10 Celebrate Diversity
Mural Contest. This was a city-wide contest and students were asked to submit artwork that showcased the rich diversity
of Stockton. Elektra’s winning artwork is featured above. As a winner, Elektra’s winning artwork will be displayed all
around Stockton in murals and Caltrans’ properties. With her talent and creativity there is certainly a bright future ahead
in the world of art for Elektra.
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FROM OUR MEMBERS

Lucile Juanitas MacLaren (1932-2022) was the first Filipina American
to graduate in 1958 from the new School of Nursing at the
University of San Francisco, which as also the first class
of women at USF, once an all-male school.

Regina Giron’s Beautiful Garden
Queen Ida Rabanal Claramo (age 4),
American Legion, Manuel A. Roxas, Unit 796
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FROM OUR MEMBERS

At Filipino Families Reunion, September 2022 at Micke Grove Park, Lodi, CA
L-R: Connie Pasquil, Luna Jamero, Nancy Tagupa, Laura Tenio, Phyllis Ente (sitting)

Tina DeZuniga and Elvis

Amelia Regacho #1 Fan

Trying on before buyingBenny Acoba
Linda Claramo

Gathering to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the
Filipino center, Stockton, CA
L-R: Luna Jamero, Lillian Galedo, Laurena Cabanero
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SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
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Become a member of the FANHS Stockton Chapter today!
Scan the QR code or request an application by sending an email to
StocktonFanhs@Outlook.com

©Copyright 2022, FANHS Stockton Chapter Newsletter. All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in any part
of any text, photograph, or illustration without written permission from the publisher, FANHS Stockton Chapter, is
strictly prohibited. The opinions expressed in the FANHS Stockton Chapter Newsletter are those of the authors and do
not necessarily reflect the view of the FANHS Stockton Chapter management or owners. The FANHS Stockton Chapter assumes no responsibility and makes no recommendations for claims made by advertisers and shall not be liable for
any damages incurred.
All FANHS Stockton Chapter members receive a printed copy of the newsletter. For additional copies of the
newsletter a donation of $5.00 per copy is appreciated.
Please make your check payable to FANHS Stockton Chapter and mail to FANHS Stockton Chapter, P.O. Box 7452,
Stockton, CA 95267.
All donations are much appreciated and will help us defray the printing and postage costs.
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